Herald, 7988, oil vn copper, diptych (above)
Qut of Line, 1989, ail nn copper, polyptych (below)
Stag Party, /949, oil on copper (right)

Rethinking Masculinity

| APEAR

One word that crops up repeatedly in New York
nainter Xen Aptekar's conversation is unconven-
tional. His subject is conventions, heth artistic
and social, and how they box us in. As he puts it,
“I keep looking for images of men that will con-
found our notions of how men are supposed to
appear.’

His meticulously detailed oil-on-copper paint-
ings often start off from news photos, celebrity
nortraits, and other mainstream media images.
His witty variations seem to thumh their noses
at situations where men are regimented into
uniformity, as in marching bands, or at stereo-
typical social expectations, such as his Stag
Party, where the stag accompanying the beer-
swilling reveiers is a cartoon Bambi.

Recently he's been reworking the old masters,
especially Antoine Watteau, whose 18th-century
French gentlemen symbolize an ideal of manhood
now considered effeminate: gracious androgyny,
slegant finery, and sensitivity. Aptekar suggests
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